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Abstract
Child abuse has lasting effects that can lead up and 
into adulthood, leaving scars mentally and 
physically on their bodies and mind. More than six-
hundred thousand cases are reported by the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services, and 
people need to know what abuse can affect and alter 
a person for the rest of their life. According to 
McQueen multiple forms of child abuse can lead to 
many behavioral issues such as depression, anxiety, 
and disassociation in both childhood and adulthood. 
I believe that it is important for people to know that 
abuse isn't some type of punishment, it can lead to 
suicide and death..
Key Points and Important Facts From The Research
Ø According to Mayo Clinic there are 5 types of abuse: physical, emotional, 
sexual, medical, and neglect. Most of the time victims are effected by more 
than just one.
Ø In Barlow and McMillian's writing, they speak about how the emotionally 
abused is under-reported. I believe this is due to the fact that it doesn't leave 
physical scars.
Ø Children living in constant abuse are likely to abuse their own children, 
because they grew up believing violence was the best way to discipline a 
child; this causes a sort of cycle of abuse that could potentially last for 
generations.
Conclusion and Discussion
I do agree with most of my findings in this research 
project, and could stand behind much of it; I believe 
abuse is a terrible way to treat a child, and that anyone 
actively abusing a child should be ashamed. If 
someone knows a child is being abuse or someone that 
was abused as a child, they should reach out to them 
and teach them that violence isn't the right way to treat 
a human, and that there was better things in life and 
better ways to treat someone, like love and compassion. 
If I were the continue my research into child abuse I 
would like to expand more into safe and 
effective alternatives to corporal punishment. I would 
like to look further into how abuse from a mother rather 
than a father or vice versa might effect a child 
differently.
References
Atwood, A. (2013, July 10) Child abuse victims suffer greater long term health costs, study finds. Medical Xpress.
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2013-07-child-abuse-victims-greater-term.html
Barlow, J., & McMillan, A. S. (2010). Safeguarding children from emotional maltreatment: What works [eBook edition]. Jessica Kingsley Publishers.
http://web.a.ebscohost.com.cccneb.idm.oclc.org/ehost/detail/detail?vid=9&sid=167521b4-968d-47d8-a8ed-01685f88b31f%40sdc-v-
sessmgr03&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#AN=339481&db=e000xna
Easton, S., Coohey, C., O’leary, P., Zhang, Y., & Hua, L. (2011). The effect of childhood sexual abuse on psychosexual functioning during
adulthood. Journal of Family Violence, 26(1), 41–50. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-010-9340-6
Funk & Wagnalls. (2018). Child abuse. In Funk & Wagnalls New World Encyclopedia. Retrieved March 26, 2020
from http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx? direct=true&AuthType=ip,cookie,cpid&custid=nebstlib&db=funk&AN=ch120100
Harel, G., & Finzi-Dottan, R. (2018). Childhood maltreatment and its effect on parenting among high-risk parents. Journal of Child & Family
Studies, 27(5), 1513. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-017-0994-z
Kemme, S., Hanslmaier, M., & Pfeiffer, C. (2014). Experience of parental corporal punishment in childhood and adolescence and its effect on
punitiveness. Journal of Family Violence, 29(2), 129–142. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-013-9564-3
Mayo Clinic Staff. (1998). Child abuse. https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/child-abuse/symptoms-causes/syc-2037 0864
McQueen, D. (2008). Psychoanalytic psychotherapy after child abuse: The treatment of adults and children who have experienced sexual abuse, violence, and 
neglect in childhood [eBook edition]. Routledge. http://web.a.ebscohost.com.cccneb.
Idm.oclc.org/ehost/ebookviewer/ebook/ZTAwMHhuYV9fMzY3MDEwX19BTg2?sid=167521b4-968d-47d8-a8ed-01685f88b31f@sdc-v-
sessmgr03&vid=6&format=EB&ppid=pp_16
Moylan, C., Herrenkohl, T., Sousa, C., Tajima, E., Herrenkohl, R., & Russo, M. (2010). The effects of child abuse and exposure to domestic violence
on adolescent internalizing and externalizing behavior problems. Journal of Family Violence, 25(1), 53–63. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-009-9269-9
(Atwood, 2013)
